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Each year students from across California offer a fresh perspective to a current issue facing RCDs. The 2011 RCD Speak-off Competition asked high school students "What can RCDs do to help bridge sustainable conservation prac-tices with food safety practices?" Students research the issue and prepare a three to five minute speech in which they present innovative ideas and solutions to a current issue. Throughout the years this competition has brought the talented youth of California to the CARCD Annual Conference. The students that attend this event are the cream of the crop, after winning their district and regional level Speak-Off Competitions they are invited to compete on the state-wide level. Please join us in supporting these passionate and impressive young people by attending the Speak-off Competition at Lunch on Wednesday. 

Speak-Off Contest>>>
In This Issue>>>

A Glance at Our Tours P.1
Bay Delta Panel Overview P.2
Strategic Positioning Info P.2
Meet our Keynote and General Session Speakers P.3



· Becoming a Technical Service Provider, presented by Alan Forkey of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Tuesday, 3:00pm in the Calaveras Room
· Using Social Marketing—Motivating Neighbors to Adopt Sustainable Behaviors, presented by Christine Kohn from APRIN Communications, Tuesday, 4:00pm in the Calaveras Room.
· Water Law, Ag Waivers, & Regulatory Impacts, presented by William Thomas of Best Best & Krieger LLP, Wednesday, 2:15pm in the Yosemite Room.
· Not Just Another Meeting, Facilitating for Success, presented by Lisa Beutler from the Center for Collaborative Policy, Wednesday, 2:15pm in the San Joaquin Room. 
· Getting the Most out of Your Employee Benefits Program, presented by Jenny Di Stefano, Thursday, 9:30am in the Calaveras Room
Trainings Not to Be Missed >>>
agriculture and habitats in the Delta will be met. 

The Mokelumne River Salmon/Plant Materials tour will take guests to a Fish Hatchery on the Lower Mokelumne River just below Camanche Dam. Salmon are expected to be arriving this time of year and the hatchery, which includes diversions and fish ladders, will be in full operation. Attendees will finish their tour at the USDA NRCS Plant Materials Center (PMC) where they will gain knowledge about the variety of services the PMC performs, as well as see multiple demonstrations. 

Last but not least is the Pacific Flyway/Delta Birding Tour. Attendees should see a variety of waterfowl and migratory songbirds on this tour at the Consumnes River Preserve. In addition to birding, attendees will gain an understanding of working landscapes that help the feathered travelers along the flyway. 

Enjoy your exploration of the Bay Delta tour participants!
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Exploring the Bay Delta
A Glance at Our Tours

The Mokelumne River Rest-oration/Sustainable Wine Tour brings guests to two locations, Vino Farms and Lange Twins Winery. Vino Farms is located on the Mokelumne River where a riparian habitat restoration/enhancement project is underway. Guests will learn about the practices used by the family to increase the sustainability of their operations. At Lange Twins Winery guests will experience the various sustainability practices incorporated into their winery design and wine production from grape to glass. A marketing incentive for using sustainable agricultural practices known locally as the “Lodi Rules” will also be explored.
	
Participants of the Delta Boat Tour will get a firsthand look of Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta. The tour will focus on the San Joaquin River side of the Delta where an understanding of the Delta function and the interaction of


Thanks for Attending our 66th Annual CARCD Conference! 

Special thanks to the Farm Bureau for Wednesday night’s dinner and to Best Best & Krieger and the NRCS for providing conference scholarships. 


Be on the lookout for our new & improved website: www.carcd.org


801 K St, 18th Floor
Sacramento, Ca 95814
www.carcd.org
California Association of Resource Conservation Districts 
Quarterly Report of the Resource Conservation Districts
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	the organization.  The Strategic Vision is intended to be rolled out at next year’s annual conference in San Diego. 

We welcome suggestions on any aspect of CARCD. Here are the specific objectives of the new strategic plan the committee has established:

1. Strengthen Capacity of Resource Conservation
2.  Increase Understanding of the RCDs strategic Role in Conservation
3. Advocate on Behalf of RCDs
4. Make Technical and Administrative Resources Available
5. Promote Stewardship of California’s Agricultural and Natural Resources



General Session>>>

On Friday November 11th, the CARCD will hold its annual general session. This session will include reports from the officers and executive director, election of new officers, and voting on resolutions. Candidate speeches will be given at the general session on the afternoon of Wednesday, November 9th. Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions of the candidates, nominate new candidates, and hear the candidates’ vision for CARCD. To vote you need to be a district member, a director and have filled out a delegate form prior to conference. To attend you just need to be present. We look forward to seeing you there.


Meet our Keynote Speaker:
Secretary of Food & Agriculture, Karen Ross 
CARCD is embarking on a new strategic vision for 2013. We want your input on what the new CARCD should look like. Please stop by the strategic vision room at conference. Located in the Sacramento room, it will contain our new goals, opportunities to provide feedback, and snacks. The room will be staffed with board members and steering committee members throughout the conference waiting to talk with you. This is a great opportunity to weigh in on the future of CARCD or to just satisfy your hunger.

We have already been working hard to get your input. Tom Wehri has visited nearly 40 RCDs and continues to tour around the State to find out your needs, wants and great ideas. The steering committee has met to take the ideas gathered thus far and turn them into broad goals for




	
	
From 2001 to 2009, Secretary Ross served as the chair of the Ag Vision Subcommittee on the California State Board of Food and Agriculture.  This committee initiated the California Ag Vision process which resulted in a report issued in 2010 proposing a strategic plan for the future of the state’s agriculture and food system.
Secretary Ross was also and was the Government Relations Director for the Rural Electric Association. She directed state operations for the late U.S. Senator Ed Zorinsky from 1978-85.

Secretary Ross was born and grew up on a farm in western Nebraska as a 
4-H kid. The Secretary has a BA from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and is a graduated of the Nebraska Ag Leadership Program. 

Meet Ed Burton
State Conservationist, NRCS:

We are also pleased to have Ed Burton speak in our opening session. Ed has been a great supporter of RCDs and we thank him for his efforts.
We are pleased to have Karen Ross, Secretary of the California Department of Food & Agriculture, as our keynote speaker at the 66th annual CARCD conference. Allow us to introduce her to you.

On January 12, 2011 Karen was appointed Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. Prior to joining CDFA, Secretary Ross was chief of staff for U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. She has deep leadership experience in agricultural issues nationally, internationally, and here in California.

Secretary Ross served more than thirteen years as President of the California Association of Winegrape Growers (CAWG), based out of Sacramento. During that time she served as the Executive Director of Winegrape Growers of America, a partnership of state winegrower organizations, and as Executive Director of The California Wine Grape Growers Foundation. Among her many achievements at CAWG was the creation of the nationally-recognized Sustainable Winegrowing Program. 




Lincoln “Ed”
Burton serves 
as California’s 
State 
Conservationist 
for the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

He was born and raised in Southeastern Idaho.  At the age of 18, Ed began working in Idaho for the Natural Resources Conservation Service as a student trainee soil conservationist.

Ed earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Range Management and master’s degree in Range Ecology from the University of Idaho.

Ed has held an array of positions in Idaho, Utah, and Washington State during his career with the NRCS.  Ed loves working for the agency.  He believes in its mission and cares deeply about its employees, partners, and customers.  His favorite career experience is working with landowners to understand resource conditions and to help them apply conservation on the land.

It is an honor to have them both at this year’s conference and we look forward to their speeches.
Service (NRCS) and holds leadership for all NRCS programs in the state.
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Join Us for Dinner at Giusti’s>>>

On Thursday night we will be dining on the Delta in Walnut Grove, California at Giusti’s (juice-tees). This family owned restaurant is the oldest bar and restaurant on the California Delta has been serving customers for almost a hundred years. It has even been featured on the popular Food Network show “Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives” with Guy Fieri. We will be having a fabulous yet relaxed family style meal. Don’t miss out on the good food and good company. Buses will depart around 5pm. 


Bay-Delta Panel Overview >>>


is an alternate commissioner on the Delta Protection Commission, representing the Central Delta Water Agency and is also an attorney. Joe Grindstraff serves as the Executive Director of the Delta Stewardship Council and Director of the CALFED Bay-Delta program. Campbell Ingram is the Executive Director of the newly-formed Bay-Delta Con-servancy. Michael Johnson, Ph.D, is a Professor at UC Davis and is the technical program manager for two central valley watershed groups formed to help farmers comply with requirements of the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Boards Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program. 

We hope you will join us and these panelists on a great discussion. 





Don’t miss this opportunity to hear several experts address issues regarding the Bay-Delta on Tuesday, November 9th at 10:15am in the Delta Ballroom. We are thrilled to have Tom Zuckerman, Dante Nomellini, Joe Grindstaff, Campbell Ingram, and Michael Johnson on the panel. Each panel member will be given 3-5 minutes for opening remarks and will address what they believe the greatest challenge facing the Bay-Delta system is, and what they think is the best solution to address the challenge. The first question for the discussion will ask each panelist how RCDs can help with the solutions they have identified.

Meet our panelists:

Tom Zuckerman is a member of a Delta farming family and is a water attorney; he is the former chair of the University of the Pacific Board of Regents. His family farms in San Joaquin County. Dante Nomellini










General Session Speakers>>>


Preceding his appointment, Mr. Bonham served in a variety of roles for Trout Unlimited for over ten years, including as the organization’s California director. Here he was responsible for developing, managing, and implementing Trout Unlimited's programs in the state. These programs include the California Water Project, Sportsmen’s Conservation Project, and restoration and watershed projects.
Mr. Bonham also served on the Board of Directors of the Delta Conservancy. 

As Executive Officer, he is responsible for day to day management of the organization and works with the Board of Directors in developing policy and program priorities.
Prior to this position, he served as Undersecretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency. He also served as a number of roles under Governor Schwarzenegger.
Charlton “Chuck” Bonham was appointed as Director of the California Department of Fish and Game, operative September 6th 2011.



In addition to Secretary Ross and Ed Burton, we will be having Jim Branham, Executive Officer from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and Chuck Bonham, Director of the Department of Fish and Game address how our General Session. We are thrilled to have them on board. 
Jim Branham, Executive Officer of the Nevada State Conservancy has spent nearly 30 years working on natural resource and rural community issues in the State. In 2005 he was chosen as the Sierra Nevada Conservancy’s first Executive Officer. 
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