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Disclaimer

The following information is designed to
be a general guide to the Brown Act and
should NOT be considered legal advice.
For questions about specific situations
concerning the Brown Act please consult
an attorney.



Todayos Pr es:¢

a Please note throughout the presentation you can
easlily find definitions, examples, exceptions, and
Important points:

a Definitions are denoted in green text
u Examples are in

u Exceptions are inblue text

o Important points are in yellow text

*For questions about specific situations please consult your
attorney



Open and Public

/1The people, in

delegating authority, do
not give their public
servants the right to
decide what Is good for
the people to know and
what Is not good for

t hem to know
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Meetings

Brown Act Definition: A meeting Is a gathering of a majority of
members to hear or discuss any item of district business or
potential business. A meeting under the brown act does not
have to include action. It can simply be the exchange of
iInformation.

There are three types of meetings:

U Regular- regularly scheduled board meetings. The RCD must
formally set the time and place for their regular meetings in
their bylaws, by resolution or some similar formal rule.

U Speciali meetings called by the agreement of a majority of the
board to discuss a specific Issue (ex. Project planning)

U Emergencyl meetings held, as allowed in Section 54956.5 of
the Act, to deal with emergency situations



Collective Briefings

U Collective briefings are not permitted. Any
briefings involving the majority of the
directors must be open to the public and
satisfy the notice and agenda requirements
specified in the Act.

U A unilateral written communication to a
legislative body such as an informational or
advisory memorandum does not violate the
brown act. The memo may, however, be
public record.



More About Meetings

The Board CAN NOT meet to discuss RCD business outside of a
meeting that the public has received proper notice about. An
agenda must be posted. Generally, RCD directors can not meet
for coffee or lunch to discuss RCD business outside of a meeting.

In 1968 the Sacramento Newspaper Guild sued
the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors because they
held a lunch gathering that included five county
supervisors, the county counsel, a variety of county officers,
and representatives of a union to discuss a strike that was
underway against the county. The court ruled that this
gathering constituted a meeting and the supervisors were
In violation of the act.

| f you type nBrown Act violat

engine you will get many examples of Brown Act violations
or potential violations.

There are a few exceptions.



